Winix C555 Review

Brand popularity is generally a good indicator of a product’s quality. After all, the manufacturer
wouldn’t have become so sought-after in the first place if the products sold to customers weren't
on par with their demands. Winix products generally fall into this category since the producing
company has a positive reputation. And the C555, the product that | want to talk about today, is
one of their most popular air purifiers to date for its efficiency, simple use, and fair price.

The Winix C555 is the upgraded version of the C535, and looks exactly the samejas its
predecessor. But it's superior where it matters most, namely the performance,department. SO
don’t worry, even though you might not tell the difference between the two when simply looking
at them, you will notice it instantly when comparing howfast and &ffectively they/ clean the air.
But enough with generalities. Let's see what the £555 is allFabeut to help you decide whether or
not it’s the right air cleaner for you.

Winix C555 Spedifications

o Manutacturer: Winix

e Madel*™C555

e Dimensions: 14.9x 7.8 x 23.6 in (37.8 x 19.8 x 59.9 cm)
e Weight: 17.6 Ibs. (8 kg)

¢ Recommended room size: 360 sq. ft. (33.4 m2)

e Filters: Washable pre-filter, True HEPA filter, AOC carbon filter
o Filter longevity: 12 months

e CADR: 232 smoke/ 243 dust/ 246 pollen

e Speed levels: 4

o Noise output: 28 dB(A)

e Rated power: 65 watts

e Warranty: 2 years

A Design that Didn’'t Need Improvement

And | say this because the C555 looks exactly the same as its predecessor, the Winix C535.
The company decided to stick with the old design for the manufacturing of the upgraded C555
because of the positive reception it received, as well as the optimal manner in which the
housing incorporates the filters. Even though it's not the most space-saving air purifier you'll find



since models like the Levoit Core 300S take up less floor space, it’s still not large enough for its
footprint to become an issue.

The C555 measures 14.9 inches in width and 7.8 inches in depth, so no, it won'’t take up a lot of
space. As for height, since it stands at 23.6 inches tall, it's definitely an item that guests will
notice when they enter your home. Luckily, you don’t have to worry that it might be an eye-sore
since the clean lines and modern design make it stick out in a good way. There is a single color
option for the plastic housing, namely white. For me personally, this wasn’t an issue since |
prefer white anyway and generally choose it for the products | test or end up buying for myself
as | find it more fitting with any décor. Nevertheless, we all have different tastes, so if youswould
have preferred that it came in black too, you might be disappointed by this small detalil.

The front of the housing is filled with small holes_through which airjpasses:*This is an interesting
design detail considering that these holes do a bit of filtration of thelr own, preventing larger
pollutants from entering and potentially ovetbearing the filters. As the air is pulled in through the
holes at the bottom, the purified, clean,aimeemes out through the outlet grill that is located on
top of the C555, alongside the control panels

Uset-Friendly'Concept for Intuitive Control

Asyallfproducts do, the C555 comes with an instructions manual that | do recommend you read
before you start using the air purifier to avoid making any warranty-voiding mistakes. But if
you're somewhat familiar with the dos and don’ts in what concerns air cleaning systems, | know
you will be tempted to skip over this step. Luckily, the control panel buttons are pretty self-
explanatory, so if you are confident that you know how to properly operate the machine and
don’t really feel like reading the manual, you likely won’t need to glimpse and see what each
setting stands for.

Here is what you find on the control panel of the C555:
e On/Off button: It's the power button that you press to either turn the air purifier on or off.

¢ Mode button: Above this button, you will notice two indicators, nhamely Auto and Sleep
(it's symbolized through a moon that seems to be catching some z’s). Press the Mode
button to switch between these modes if you want to run the C555 in either of them. The
one that is currently active will be illuminated, so there’s no guessing.

¢ Plasmawave button: Press it to turn the PlasmaWave ionizer function on or off.

e Fan Speed button: As you can see above the button, there are four drawings of small
fans. Push this button as many times as needed to set the unit on your preferred speed
setting. Your selected option illuminates, so you always know the exact speed at which
the air purifier runs.



e Timer button: Above this button, there are three options, namely 1hr, 4hr, and 8hr.
When you push the timer button, you switch between the aforementioned settings, with
your current pick being illuminated so that you know what selection you make.

o Check Filter indicator: When this indicator turns on, it means that it's time for you to
change the True HEPA filter.

e Reset indicator: After you change the filter, the Check Filter indicator will stay turned on
until you manually reset the filter life. With the unit turned on, insert the end of a clip or
something else small enough to fit inside the hole you see in the middle of the Reset
indicator. Press the clip on the button inside the hole for at least 5 seconds until you heas
a beep. At this point, the Filter Replacement indicator light will turn off, and the timérfor
the True HEPA filter resets.

e Light Sensor: It sits right next to the Reset indicator. What this sensef doesiis detect
how much ambient light there is inside the roon

e Smart Sensor: Beneath this writing, there are a fewismall holes grouped in a square.
Underneath is the air pollution sersar thanks t@ which the C555 can run in Auto mode as
it detects odorous gas._in thé environment.

Woefully,fyou can anly.change settings and turn the unit on or off using the control panel. There
IS no remaote‘eontrolfor this product, which is a considerable downside in terms of convenience.
And while "'m not a lazy person, | still found it very bothersome to have to go all the way to the
unitwhenever | wanted to change settings or running modes.

Performance Feedback: My Experience Testing the Winix C555

| tested quite a few air purifiers, some more modern than others, and each was recommended
for specific scenarios in terms of area coverage and the type of air pollutant removal they
specialize in. And what | can say from the get-go is that the C555 does the job as promised. It
might not be the most impressive unit | tested, but it is effective enough to keep the air clean,
and that’s all that matters when you draw the line.

I want to talk about the PlasmaWave technology a bit first since this is a function that some of
you might be concerned about considering the fact that it implies ion generation. The levels are
low, and it emits both negative and positive ions, so it's completely safe to keep it on. You won’t
even feel that specific smell lingering in the air that you do when running specialized ionizers,
for example.

| decided to keep it activated for most of the time during the testing period since | find it quite
useful. What the PlasmaWave function does is turn the pollutants trapped inside the machine
into harmless substances. For example, thanks to its property, the function neutralizes the
influenza virus in 60 minutes tops.



Now let’s talk about overall effectiveness in terms of air cleaning. And yes, | am satisfied with
the product’s performance, hands down. Within an hour of turning it on, it managed to reduce
PM2.5 pollution from 34 to 6. | mostly used the unit in Auto mode. It's my favorite because it
switches between fan speeds on its own depending on how polluted the air is, so | don’t have to
put in any effort at all.

It's odor reduction that will surely impress you the most though, as was my case. As soon as
there is even the slightest odor in the air, whether it's from a cigarette or dirty socks, the air
purifier revs up the speed to clear the smell ASAP. That is if you keep it on Auto thoughjidon’t
expect this little trick to work if you manually set it on a specific running speedser ifiyou run it on
Sleep mode. And, of course, thanks to the effective AOC carbon filterithat hamdles femoving
odors through the process of adsorption.

After clearing the excess pollutants itinitially foundiin the air, the unit rarely turned from Sleep to
the low fan speed level as it wasn't ne€essary to employ much force and remove contaminating
particles from the air,So'l did.enjoy.utter quietness throughout the whole testing period. | did
intentionally set,it oanh Mediumyand High to see how loud it gets, and | must say that it's not the
sort of neise that youwould like in your bedroom. Maybe in the living room if you're watching a
movie'and domt¥mind the noise, but when you’re trying to sleep or focus on something, you
wen’t be able to unless you turn down the air purifier's fan speed.

Before ending this segment, | want to cover power draw too since it's an aspect of importance in
the long run. It's rated at 65 watts, so you can rest assured knowing that you won’t spend much

on running the C555. In fact, it cost approximately $25 per year to run this unit 8 hours per day,

every day, which is more than reasonable. After all, it is an Energy Star-certified product, which

makes reduced running costs pretty much an expected outcome.

The Features We Expect...And a Little Extra to Enhance Air
Purification Prowess

| already talked a bit about the features of this product when | covered the control panel settings
and performance, but | will briefly talk about what has already been mentioned and what | left
out so that you get a clear picture of what to expect.

So, first off, know that this product lacks the “smart” element that models like the Xiaomi Mi 3C
and the Levoit Core 300S come with, namely Wi-Fi connectivity and voice control capability. It's
not the most modern product you'll encounter, sure, but it’s fairly priced and does the job like it's
supposed to, which matters most.



There’s a total of 4 speed levels to pick from, namely Low, Medium, High, and Turbo. Obviously,
Turbo is the strongest of all, but it's also the loudest. Two operating modes are available as with
most air purifiers these days, specifically Sleep and Auto. It is able to run in Auto mode thanks
to the smart sensor that senses odorous gas, setting off the unit to reduce the pollutant as soon
as it’s detected.

Extra air pollution reduction prowess is granted by the PlasmWave technology that releases
negative and positive ions into the air. This technology is seen in all modern Winix air purifiers,
so if you previously owned a unit from this manufacturer, you are likely familiar with this
function.

It's a product suited for people who tend to be forgetful seeing howfit includes a €heck Filter
indicator that lights up when routine filter replacement is dug. There’s evenra timer that you can
set for 8 hours tops if you want more control over the operation and*to cut on running costs.

This is pretty much it for the'features department. As you can see, it includes all the basics that
customers have ceme'to expect from their air purifiers by this point, as well as the proprietary
ionizihg function'seen in Winix products. For the price, it pretty much comes with everything it
should sa.it's\worth the cash.

Cleaning and Care Instructions

Fortunately, there’s not a lot of upkeep work involved with the C555 other than the basic tasks
that most air purifiers demand. Considering that some of the chores that | will present here help
extend the life of the filters, it’s in your best interest to follow instructions since this helps cut
maintenance costs. Here is what you must do to keep the unit up and running properly:

e Clean the pre-filter once every 14 days. If the pre-filter is clean it can effectively trap
as many air pollutants as possible so that the rest of the filters have a little less work to
do, which ultimately extends their lifespan. The pre-filter is the only permanent part of
the filtration setup, while the rest of the filters require routine replacement. Thus, you
reduce upkeep costs if you simply take better care of this filter.

¢ Wash the AOC carbon filter once every 3 months. This filter is washable, so it's not
only safe but actually recommended that you routinely perform this upkeep task on it to
extend its air purification prowess. Just rinse it with water until all the dirt is off, dry it, and
reinsert the filter.

e Replace the anti-microbial True HEPA filter and the AOC carbon filter every 12
months. The indicator light will let you know when the time is up too, thankfully, so even
if you accidentally forget about this task, there is a reminder set in place. And yes, the
carbon filter needs replacement too. You might clean it every few months, but it still has
a lifespan of its own, which coincides with that of the True HEPA filter.



How to Replace the Filters

1. Remove the front panel. To do this, grab onto the upper edge of the panel and pull
forward without using much force.

2. Out with the old. Take out all three filters. Throw away the True HEPA filter and the
carbon filter. If there is any dirt or dust on the pre-filter, clean it.

3. In with the new. Remove the new filters from the protective plastic wraps they come in.
Then, insert the new filters and the old pre-filter in the right order (True HEPA filter first,
then the AOC filter, then the pre-filter). Make sure all filters fit securely in pla€e.

4. Reinsert the front panel. Insert the latch at the bottom edge,into thesbase of the C555.
Rotate the panel upward toward the top of the air purifier untilitheé mag#iets pullit closed.

The Winix Quality Guaranteg

As I've said before, Winix is among the most important manufacturers in this market. And this is
all thanks to the quality of the preducts it releases, the seriousness with which the company
deals with custemer inquiries, and the efforts that go into developing new technologies. But this
shouldn‘tCome as a,surprise seeing how Winix has been around since 1973. After all, it
wouldr’t haveyesisted for so long and sold so many products if the company wouldn’t stay on
the right track in terms of quality.

As for most products that it sells, Winix offers a 2-year warranty for the C555. During this period,
whatever manufacturing issues appear are handled by Winix free of charge. Customer support
representatives are more than professional, responding to the demands and questions of
customers promptly as shown by the predominantly positive reception the service has received.

Impressions: What | Like and Dislike about the C555 Air Cleaner
Pros:

e True HEPA filter removes microscopic air pollutants

e Carbon filter for effective odor reduction

e AOC carbon filter is washable and reusable

o Filter replacement is required every 12 months

e Low running costs - energy-efficient operation

o Doesn’t take up a lot of floor space

o Atotal of 4 speed levels are provided to pick from



¢ Auto mode provides convenient operation

e Integrates smart sensors for automatic odor detection

e PlasmaWave technology adds to its air-cleaning performance
o Keeps quiet on Sleep mode and the low fan speed setting

¢ Intuitive controls make it a user-friendly product

e Carry handle at the back of the unit for easy transportation

e Comes at a cheap price compared to most air purifiers

cons:

e Customers who suffer from asthma reported that thé Plasmawave function triggered
symptoms

o Doesn’t come with a remote*€ontrel
e It lacks Wi-Fisconnectivity. fok remote control via smart devices
¢ ltlacks veice command control, a feature seen in most air purifiers these days

e Custorer testimonies indicate that replacement filters are hard to come by at times

Conclusion: An Air Cleaner that Gets the Job Done

Considering the asking price, air cleaning performance, silent operation, and user-friendly
design and controls, | deem the Winix C555 worth buying. | didn’t encounter any real issues with
the product | tested and haven’t found any serious complaints online from other users either.
And seeing how the producing company has a good reputation, it's a product you should
definitely consider if the 360 square feet area coverage suffices for your demands since it is
bound to be reliable performance-wise in the long run.

Sure, it might not integrate a few of the features that some of its competitors come with, like Wi-
Fi connectivity or voice control via Alexa and Google Assistant. But it is cheaper than the
products that generally include these smart features, so there’s a plus side to its more simplistic
operation too. Weigh your options, compare the C555 to other products | tested and reviewed
that you find on Breathe Pure Air, and decide on the air purifier that ultimately best complies
with your budget and expectations.



