Best Whole House Water Filter for Well

Regardless of the source that provides your home with water, whether it is a municipality plant or a
well, what is a certainty is that contamination issues exist as water purity is a known problem
worldwide. However, seeing how municipal water supplies receive treatment up to a point before
reaching your home, chlorine, among other chemicals, being typically used to combat contaminants, the
need for a filter system isn’t as high with this source as it is with well water.

If the water that runs through the pipes comes from a well, hardness and bactéria, alengside awide
range of other severe contamination issues likely exist, and,it is yousresponsibility te.s6lve the problem
as effectively as possible. The only way to do it is by istalling a whele house well water filter as the
system is more complex in its performance as opposed toyregularilters, providing the needed filtration
media and technologies to ensure cleammand soft.waterflows through the pipes and ends up in your
glass or shower.

L Pelican Weater PSE2000-Pro20

Speeifications:
e (Capacity: 1,000,000 gallons
e Flow rate: 15 GPM
e Filtration stages: 6
o Filter replacement: 6 to 9 months — pre-filters
e Operating pressure: 25 - 80 PSI
e Operating temperature: 36°F - 120°F
e Warranty: Lifetime

To deliver the promised results, the Pelican system utilizes, in addition to its 4 basic stages of filtration, 2
additional ones provided by the salt-free softening technology and the Pro UV filter.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: Removes impurities down to 5 microns in size.
e Stage #2 & #3: Reduces chlorine, pesticides, pharmaceuticals, herbicides, and other
contaminants.
e Stage #4: Algae growth prevention.
e Stage #5: Removes scale and prevents build-up on pipes and household appliances.



e Stage #6: Destroys health-threatening microorganisms like bacteria, germs, and viruses.

Backwashing is not needed due to its up-flow design, and there’s no electricity draw involved with its
operation either, which adds to its cost-effectiveness. Moreover, during the softening and conditioning
processes, it produces zero water waste, which further adds to its efficiency and Eco-friendliness. The
provided pH ranges from 7 to 11.0, so you can maintain proper pH in your body through hydration.

Installation is easy enough for you to handle on your own — just follow the provided instructions. Even
maintenance work is convenient as you are asked to perform it only once every 6 t6 9"months fok the
pre-filters and every 5 years for the main unit. For peace of mind, the manufacturer covers‘itwith a 5-
year performance guarantee, while the tank and parts are backed for\a lifetime.

2. Aquasana 500,000%GaydefPfo Wel Bifino+Softener

Specifications:
o Capacity: 500,000 gallons
e ' Flow rate:7 GRM
e < Filtration stages: 6
o Filter replacement: 3 months — pre-filter; 9 months — post-filter; 1 year — UV light bulb
e Operating pressure: 20 — 100 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 90°F
e Warranty: 5 years

Specifically designed to tackle common well water impurities, the Rhino lets you enjoy clean drinking
water, as well as reduce your body’s exposure to harmful chemicals when you bathe. Furthermore, even
air quality is enhanced in rooms where steam is released into the air as the vapors are free of chlorine.

Filtration Process
e Stage #1: During this stage, it removes rust, silt, sediment.
e Stage #2: Softens the water, protecting pipes and appliances.
e Stage #3: Eliminates scale and heavy metals, inhibits bacteria growth.
e Stage #4: Tackles chemical compounds.
e Stage #5: Eliminates remaining particles down to 0.35 microns.
e Stage #6: Destroys bacteria, germs, and other heath-threatening microorganisms.



Performance-Enhancing Technologies
The two technologies it features that we are referring to include the UV Sterilight system and the NAC
salt-free system.

Utilizing a safe method that does not imply the use of salt, as the name suggests, the NAC technology is
the one we must thank for its superior capability in regards to water softening. Due to its presence,
water hardness won'’t be an issue anymore as it eliminates and prevents scale build-up, thus helping
prolong the lifespan of water-using appliances.

The UV Sterilight, on the other hand, is responsible for tackling germs andtbacteria so that yéu won’t be
exposed to any serious health threats when you drink.water or tdke a shower.

Mention-Worthy Details
o Upflow, dualg@nk maximizes contact time between the filters and water.
o Backwashingis not required.
e | Hassle-free maintenance - replace the UV system bulb every year, while the pre-filter and post-
filter'must be replaced every 3, respectively 9 months.

Warranty

The system alongside its accompanying technologies is backed against defects for 5 years. Ensure to
properly install, use, and maintain it to not void the warranty agreement and benefit from free repairs
and replacements. To sweeten the pot, Aquasana even throws in a 90-day trial warranty so that you
receive a full refund if you aren’t pleased with how it works.

3. Crystal Quest Eagle
Specifications:
e Capacity: 1,000,000/1,500,000 gallons
¢ Flow rate: 10-13 GPM
o Filtration stages: Multiple
e Filter replacement: 24 to 36 months — UF membrane; 12 to 18 months — pre-filter
e Operating pressure: 20 — 90 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 90°F
e Warranty: 1 year



The 1,000,000-gallon model is recommended for homes with 1 to 3 bathrooms, and the 1,500,000-
gallon system is appropriate for homes with 2 to 4 bathrooms, so you can get the filtration system that
tailors to your specific needs. The smaller version delivers a service flow ranging from 9 to 11 GPM,
while the larger one provides from 10 to 13 GPM.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: eliminates contaminants like sediment, dirt, sand.
e Stage #2: responsible for the elimination of herbicides, pesticides, VOCs.
e Stage #3: removes remaining small-sized impurities.
e Stage #4: eliminates odor and bad taste.
e Stage #5: contaminant reduction through adsorption and electroehemical féduetionsof
oxidation.
e Stage #6: neutralizes scale build-up causing minerals.

Small system filter media valume®is 1.5 cubic feet, while for the large-size media exceeds 2 cubic feet in
size. Howeventhere is a downside worth mentioning, more precisely the length of the warranty — it is
backed against manufacturing defects for 1 year, considerably less than its higher-ranked competitors.

4.iSpring WGB32B-PB
Specifications:
e Capacity: 100,000 gallons
o Flow rate: 15 GPM
e Filtration stages: 3
e Filter replacement: 12 months
e Operating pressure: 40 — 80 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 1 year

Although there is another entry in the iSpring palette that caters to well water needs, more precisely the
WGB32BM model, we chose this one as it provides a wider range of purification when it comes to heavy
metals encountered. Specialized in the removal of lead, iron, radium, arsenic, mercury, manganese,
copper, and more, its success rate exceeds 98%.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: removes contaminants down to 5 microns in size.



e Stage #2: gets rid of organic compounds, bad taste, odors, and more.
e Stage #3: filters at 15,000 for lead, reducing it under 15 ppb.

As the CTO and polypropylene filters both boast a 100,000-gallon purification capacity, replacement is
needed only once per year, which is reasonable considering the rather cheap asking price. The
installation process is explained is easy to take up and explained step-by-step in the accompanying
instructions manual.

We must admit that what truly impressed us was its ability to retain healthy minerals'in the water so
that you get your daily calcium intake through hydration, not being requifed.to solely rely ofi food or
other means. Alas, the warranty that accompanies it lasts fard y€ar anly;, which is*below the industry
standard.

5. Home Master @ik 35 DET EC
Specifications:
e ' Capacity:#100,000 gallons
o < Flow rate: 15 GPM
e Filtration stages: 3
e Filtration media: 3 to 6 months —iron reduction filter; 6 to 12 months — polypropylene filter
e Operating pressure: 20 — 90 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 2 years

Specially designed and built to tackle non-chlorinated water, this cheap 3-stage system is worth
checking out. The 15 GPM flow rate makes it right for use in large houses with 3 to 6 bathrooms. The 1”
ports on the housings make high water pressure possible, which in turn increases flow rate, while the
large size filters expand on the same stat.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: removes dirt, silt, sediment.
e Stage #2: reduces iron content to 3 ppm with minimal pressure drop.
e Stage #3: handles removing odors and bad taste.



As the GAC filter needs replacement after purifying upward to 100,000 gallons of water, and the other
media requires it 2-3 times per year, maintenance expenses are reduced to a minimum. When it comes
to backing, you can rely on free repairs for a total of 2 years.

6. Tier1 Eco Series Chlorine Reduction with UV Protection

Specifications:
e Capacity: 66,500 gallons
¢ Flow rate: 5.8 GPM
e Filtration stages: 3
o Filter replacement: 3 to 5 years
e Operating pressure: 125 PSI|
e Operating temperature: 41°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 1 year

Chlorine is a commaen contaminant that plagues the water of households all over the world, not only in
the U.S., se the need for a high-efficiency system like the Tierl Eco Series is understandable. Aside from
effectively tackling chlerine reduction, due to the UV disinfection, it can effectively clear the water of
bacteria, viruses, and other waterborne contaminants.

There are 2 size models to pick between — one that is suitable for houses with 1-3 bathrooms and a
more expensive model that caters to larger households with 4-6 bathrooms. The smaller capacity model
we review here boasts a filter life of 66,500 gallons, which means that costly filter media replacement
isn’t required all that often, thus maintenance costs not being high.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: removes sediment, silt, and rust so that it helps enhance the purification efficiency of
the main filtration means and protect appliances and pipes to prolong their lifespan.
e Stage #2: tackles organic chemicals, as well as odor and bad tastes caused by chlorine and
hydrogen sulfide, among other contaminants.
e Stage #3: deactivates the DNA of microorganisms to enhance water purity.

The 5.8 GPM flow rate ensures that water pressure won’t drop after you install it. For it to work
properly, a 125 PSI maximum operating pressure is recommended, while the operating temperature
should span from 41 to 100 degrees Fahrenheit. The POE system is quick and easy to install, and the



required flex connections and ball valve are included, so you won’t need help as this is an easy DIY
project. Moreover, as you buy from an already well-established and respected manufacturer, you are
ensured to invest in a quality product that lasts for years.

7. Whirlpool WHELJ1

Specifications:
e (Capacity: 1,000,000 gallons
e Flow rate: 6 GPM
e Filtration stages: 3
o Filter replacement: 3 to 6 months
e Operating pressure: 30 — 125 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 1 year for parts and labor, 3 years forithe electronics, 10 years for the tanks

Manufactured by Whirlpeol, the WHEL}1 provides consistently clean and healthy water. It sets itself
apartias jtds a fullppmainteénance-free system that won’t require costly media replacements as the years
pass, but rather only have you replace it altogether after it filters 1,000,000 gallons of water.

Highlights:

e It uses a multi-layered media bed to filter sediment, chlorine, and other impurities from the
water supply.

o |t performs backwashing once every 14 days to stay clean without requiring your interference.
Furthermore, you can program it to clean itself more or less frequently depending on how
contaminated you consider the water to be.

e After you proceed with the installation, you won’t notice any drop in water pressure to major
appliances or the shower as the Whirlpool system does not affect this aspect in the slightest.

It is an electronically-controlled system that features a display screen and buttons located on the top.
These are the controls you can use to set the backwash frequency, and you can even opt for manual
clean by pressing a button in case there is a problem with the flow rate. Furthermore, it is covered for 1
year on parts and labor, while the electronics are backed against defects for 3 years, and the tanks for
10 years.



8. Aquasure Harmony Series AS-HS32D

Specifications:
e Capacity: 32,000 grains
¢ Flow rate: 15 GPM
e Hardness removal: 110 grains per gallon
o Filtration media: Cation resin media
e Regeneration time: 98 minutes
e Salt storage capacity: 120 Ibs.
e Warranty: 5 years

It effectively reduces harmful minerals from the water so that you drink,Use,/and clean with water that
doesn’t present a danger to your skin and health. Mareover, it helpsiincrease thelifespan of appliances
that rely on water for their operation as scale build-up.deesn’t oceuranymore and it protects pipes and
fixtures from corrosion and clogs.

The Aguasuré Harmony Series AS-HS32D is a backwash system that employs the process only when
needed, the procedure being automatically performed when the smart digital control head calculates
the optimum amount of water treated to help save on operational costs, lower water waste, and lessen
the need for you to replenish it with salt.

Filtration process:
e The point of entry system uses cation resin media to eliminate hardness causing contaminants
like scale, magnesium, iron, and calcium from the water that passes through.

Note: The softened water it produces is gentler on the skin as there are no skin damaging hard minerals
in it that cause the pores to clog up, which ultimately leads to irritation.

Its high-capacity brine tank features an overflow regulator that enhances safety in use. As the tank
measures only 52” in height and 8” in diameter, it doesn’t occupy much floor space where you install it,
so it won’t get in your way. The durable fiberglass lined polyethylene tank is corrosion resistant and
boasts long-lasting durability. Moreover, it is backed with a 5-year warranty against defects so that you
can rest assured knowing your acquisition is protected in case of any mishaps.



9. Express Water WH300SCKS
Specifications:

e Capacity: 100,000 gallons

¢ Flow rate: 15 GPM

e Filtration stages: 3

e Filter replacement: 6 to 12 months

e Operating pressure: 45 — 80 PSI

e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F

e Warranty: 1 year

Even though it actually targets quite a large range of contaminants, it méstly.focuses on'sediments so
that it helps extend the life of appliances that use water in their operation, as.well as reduce utility bills
by optimizing their performance. It uses 3 filter cartridgeymedia that.deliver its high contaminant
removal efficiency, the set requiring replacement afterfiltering up to 100,000 gallons of water.

Filtratighepfocess:
e | Stage#lCaptures contaminants down to 5 microns in size.
e . Stage #2: removes iron, sulfur, mercury, lead, chloramines, and inhibits bacteria growth.
e Stage #3: reduces chemicals, including those responsible for altering water taste and smell.

The large 1” connections assure you of the fact that pressure won’t decrease after the installation
process. Due to the pressure release buttons and gauges on each cartridge, it can keep track of
performance so that you regulate pressure as needed. To take guesswork out of the equation, it
features a clear housing of the sediment filter that lets you visually check when replacement is needed.

To grant heavy-duty performance that makes it suitable for large homes, it boasts a high 0.25 GPS flow
rate. However, it does fall short from one point of view as the warranty is only available for 1 year,
which is less than what other systems provide. On the bright side, lifetime support is offered, so
whenever you have questions regarding its state and operation, you receive answers from the
manufacturing company.

10. Apex MR-3030

Specifications:
e Capacity: 20,000 gallons



o Flow rate: 15 GPM

e Filtration stages: 3

e Filter replacement: 6 months
e Operating pressure: 90 PSI|

e Operating temperature: 100°F
e Warranty: N/A

It uses a 3-stage filtration process to handle the likes of sediment, heavy metals, sources of odors and
discoloration, and other contaminants typical for this water source. Moreover, as it evenidoes a'great
job at reducing chlorine content, it is a suitable addition even if the sourcewvater in®féur home comes
from a municipality-treated plant.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: extracts'suspended materials,.including rust, sand, silt, dirt, and scale.
e Stage #2: removes chlorine, radon, lead, mercury, and other heavy metals.
oy Stage#3:eliminateschlorine, benzene, TCE, THM, radon, and solvents.

The wide 1” NPT inlet/outlet ensures no difference is seen in water flow as it is rated at 15 GPM, which
makes it suitable for residential use, as well as use in office buildings and similar venues. As the
cartridges measure 20 inches by 4.5 inches, they keep water pressure reduction at a minimum, while
ensuring an extended filter life that won’t have you spending money on costly replacements all that
often.

The cartridges require replacement once every 6 months or so, and when the times comes to replace
them, you won’t have a hard time performing the task due to the convenient twist-off design. Woefully,
we could not find information related to the system’s warranty.

11. Bluonics 110W UV + Sediment&Carbon
Specifications:

e Capacity: N/A

o  Flow rate: 24 GPM

o Filtration stages: 3

o Filter replacement: 6 to 12 months

e Operating pressure: 125 PSI|



e Operating temperature: 100°F
e Warranty: N/A

If you are aware that bacteria presence is an issue with your water supply, the Bluonics 110W might be
your best option as it features a UV sterilizer that removes microorganisms which pose a direct threat to
your health. Aside from the fact that it is easy enough to install on your own so that you cut on costs by
not having to hire a professional for the job, it comes at a reasonable price and includes a complete set
of mounting hardware so that you won’t have to make any extra purchases. Furthermore, it passes the
water through a total of 3 filtration stages where it tackles common well water related contamination.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: removes small-size particles.
e Stage #2: eliminates organic chemicals and organicisolvents, improving water taste and odor.
e Stage #3: treats Ewoli, algae, fungi, bacteria, and other microorganisms.

It boasts a 24'GPM flow rate that makes it a viable option for large-size households, and the outlet
measures 1”so that pressure won’t drop throughout the house as a result of installing it. In terms of
maintenance, expect to replace the UV lamp after 1 year of use or after approximately 9000 hours of
use. Seeing how it isn’t an expensive part to replace and it doesn’t require the procedure all that often
either, there’s no reason to downgrade the system for this routine maintenance aspect.

12. iFilters MWH-D20

Specifications:
e Capacity: N/A
e Flow rate: 15 GPM
o Filtration stages: 2
o Filter replacement: 3 months
e Operating pressure: 40 — 90 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 1 year

With well water treatment systems generally coming at exorbitant prices that make them difficult
acquisitions, the iFilters entry comes as a truly pleasant surprise, maintaining a cheap price despite the
quite effective filtration it provides. The dual-stage process works toward the removal of a plethora of



contaminants and fix existing water issues, including sediment, cloudiness, heavy metals, chlorine taste,
rust, odor, VOC's, scale particles, silt, and more.

Filtration process:
e Stage #1: eliminates silt, sediment, and rust particles.
e Stage #2: removes remaining impurities, targeting chlorine to get rid of the unpleasant taste and
smell it contaminates the water with.

Besides the obvious advantage presented by the cheap asking price, there’s anothér pro that'comes as a
result of its low maintenance profile, not requiring filter changes and owéfallwork'all that often, which
means that upkeep costs and efforts won’t be high inthe long run. Afterinstalling*it, the water pressure
won’t drop as it does with lower quality systems either,'so youwill only notice positive changes. It
comes pre-assembled, which means that installation won"titake long at all, and you are most likely going
to be able to handle it onyour own t00, saving up money that you would have had to otherwise give to
a professional for this_procedures

It boasts 99% efficiency in eliminating chlorine content from the water you drink, use, and bathe with. In
the package, you find the needed hardware to install it, so there are no extra costs needed. Best of all,
the heavy-duty housing ensures you are spending your money on a long-lasting system that is sure to
serve you for years to come. Furthermore, a 30-day test period is provided so that you receive a refund
if you don’t like the system.

13. GE GXWH40L

Specifications:
e Capacity: 24,000 gallons
e Flow rate: 15 GPM
o Filtration stages: 1
o Filter replacement: 3 months
e Operating pressure: 40 — 100 PSI
e Operating temperature: 40°F - 100°F
e Warranty: 1 year

If you are looking for a value deal than look no further than this GE system as it helps reduce sand,
sediment, and rust from the main water supply, among other perks, all for a more than reasonable



upfront price. As it is a high-flow system with a 100 PSI top feed pressure tolerance, you won’t notice a
decline in water pressure or flow after installing it.

The clear housing lets you view the filter to monitor its condition with a glance instead of having to
disassemble it each time you want to check on it. Speaking of filters, it is compatible with FXHTC and
FXHSC. After you make this installation, you enjoy clean water that is free of a wide range of
contaminants and doesn’t taste or smell weird for up to 3 months, after which you must replace the
cartridge to upkeep the quality filtration it provides.

Filtration process:
e Compatible replacement filters: FXHSC or FXHTC.
e Filtration capabilities: Chlorine taste and odor, sediments, rust, sand, silt, soil.

It is compatible only, with herizehtal pipe connections and the maximum flow it boasts is 15 GPM. We
mustwunderline the fact that'it is backed by a 1-year warranty against defects. Moreover, you can take
advantage of'the 90-day money-back guarantee and return it to receive a full refund if you are
displeased with it.

14.3M Aqua-Pure AP11T

Specifications:
e Capacity: N/A
o Flow rate: 8 GPM
o Filtration stages: 1
e Filter replacement: 6 months
e Operating pressure: 125 PS|
e Operating temperature: 100°F
e Warranty: 10 years

In conjunction with the AP110 sediment filter cartridge, the system handles removing well water
impurities like a pro, and does it all for a small upfront cost. Complete installation manuals are provided
so that you will go through with the procedure by yourself. What you are sure to appreciate is the clear
housing that lets you monitor the state of the cartridge to know exactly when replacement will be
needed.



Filtration process:
e Asthe water passes through the AP110 cartridge, sediment, rust, silt, and sand are removed,
contaminants which compose the biggest issue with well water.

Note: The universal design of the plastic housing enables it to work with other cartridges by 3M Aqua-
Pure, so the filtration process it puts at your disposal can vary depending on the exact media you
acquire for it. Thus, you can use it regardless of the water source you use as long as you pair it with the
appropriate media.

It boasts a heavy-duty head assembly and provides high flow rates of up to 8 GPM to suitinstallationiin
large households. As it features a pressure relief valve, you can depressurize the housing properly so
that you proceed with cartridge replacement fast and easy. Speaking of, the cartridgesequires
replacement once every 6 months, but this isn’t too Big of a deal'cansideringthat it is a cheap
acquisition. Furthermore, a 10-year warranty is providediby the mantfacturer, so you needn’t worry
about being charged for repairs for a long while.

Commel Groudwater Contaminants

The tricky part'with groundwater is the fact that, at first, it seems clear and clean, which is normal
considéring the fact that the ground actually has the natural ability to filter particulate matter. However,
don’t be played by the seemingly pure water as it is, in fact, more dangerous than the water from the
municipal supply as it tends to be filled with natural impurities and chemicals that degrade its quality,
making it hazardous to our health when consumed without being first properly filtered.

While the causes of well water contamination are plenty, the most prevalent include leaking fuel and
septic tanks, placement over an old dump site, treatment of lawn and crops with chemical products,
toxic chemical spills.

Common contaminants and their effect on your health:

e Arsenic: A highly dangerous carcinogen agent that causes chronic toxicity. The organs it affects
the most when found in high doses in water that people consume are the kidneys and the liver.

e Copper: Aside from the fact that it alters water taste if contamination levels are high, it takes a
toll on your state of health too by leading to anemia, liver and kidney damage, and intestinal
distress.

e Lead: One of the most dangerous water pollutants, its harmful effects being best seen in the
Flint incident where it caused major issues. Affects people of all ages, delaying mental and
physical development in newborns, causing hearing problems in children, as well as affecting



their focusing capabilities, and increasing blood pressure in adults, which ultimately leads to
more dire health complications.

e Iron: Alters water taste, making it bitter. Not necessarily dangerous for human consumption,
but causes other unwanted issues like browning in plumbing fixtures.

e Manganese: Stains laundry and is highly toxic for plants. If you notice that your plants are
wilting even though you take proper care of them, improper levels of manganese could be the
cause of this problem.

e Nickel: Especially dangerous when animals hydrate with water that contains improper levels of
this naturally occurring contaminant. In humans, it only produces slight heart and liver damage.

e Sodium: Presents a threat to your health if you are on a low-sodium diet.

e Sulfate: Commonly present in industrial areas, when you hydrate with water.that
predominantly contains this contaminant, it doesn’t only taste peculiaf as agésult of its
presence, but it causes immediate laxative effects too.

e Mercury: Among the most dangerous contaminants @s it eduses.damage to a series of organs
and systems, even leading to nervous,system'diserders.

e Selenium: Among the few contaminantsithat cause chronic toxic effects in animals, being
especially dangerqusfor cattle. Itstoxic'effects extend to damaging health in humans if levels in
drinking water exceed'normal‘parameters.

e Barium: Causes problems with the gastrointestinal system, the neuromuscular system, and the
cardiagsystem.

e ¢ Cyanide: Dangerous contaminant that damages primary organs like the brain, spleen, and liver
if consumed in high doses.

e Coliform bacteria: Depending on their specific nature, they can cause a series of health
complications, including the likes of cholera, dysentery, typhoid fever, and even infectious
hepatitis.

e Pesticides: Inevitably present in well water as these are used to treat lawns and crops, when
present in drinking water it leads to dizziness, numbness, cancer, poisoning, gastrointestinal
problems, and weakness. It takes a toll on various anatomical systems, including the
reproductive system, the nervous system, and the thyroid.

Where and How to Install a Whole House Water Filter

Location

When it comes to placement, we recommend as close to the main water line as possible. Just make sure
that you leave enough room to have easy access when tasks like cartridge replacement or other similar
maintenance tasks are due.

Tip: Do not install upstream of the water heater as the water entering it won’t already be passed
through the filtration process, which means that sediment and other contaminants could damage it.



e For municipal water supplies: Location must precede the softening system to provide protection
from chlorine effects and stabilize water pressure.

e For well supplies: Installation differs a bit as it should be installed after the water softener to
ensure full flow during the backwashing process if you installed one.

Installation Guide

e Start the procedure by turning off the main water supply. After you do this, proceed togélease
pressure from faucets and fixture through complete draining.

e Measure the system you intend to install and cut off a sufficiently largé portiofn of the'pipe to
accommodate it.

e Sand the burrs on both ends where you previously made tie cut'and clean up the workplace.

e For easy maintenance, install a shut-off.valve on either side”

e  While it is true that this is anggptienalstep, we recommend you follow through with it. What
you should do at this pointis install a'Bypass valve that will allow water to pass through the
pipes as.it nermally'doés even when you service the system. If you don’t install it, you will have
torcut off the water supply to your home completely until you finish maintenance work on the
systemyeach time it is needed, which could pose an issue down the road.

e _4 For easy maintenance related to cartridge replacement, place a pressure gauge in the vicinity of
the shut-off valve.

e Check for the ports to point in the right direction.

e In case there are incompatibilities in fit related to pipe size, use adapters.

e Prevent leaks by sealing the threaded ends with Teflon tape.

e Rinse the insides of the housings before you move on to the actual installation.

e Turn the main water supply on. Now you can proceed to open all valves.

e During this segment, you have to check if you proceeded right with the installation. This implies
that you must check for leaks and make proper adjustments to fix them if they appear.

e  Flush the whole system for a few minutes to remove debris and stale water.

e Activate the filtration media following instructions provided in the accompanying user manual.

e As pressure restores, close all outlets and feel free to start enjoying clean water in your home.

How to Change It

A highlight common to filtration systems is the ease with which the cartridge can be changed when
needed. The replacement procedure is required depending on the type of cartridge used by the system,
some cartridges requiring to be changed after 3 months, while others last for as long as 3 years.
Regardless of the type your system works with, when replacement is needed it must be performed as it
helps improve the filtration system performance.



How to tell when replacement is due: Water flow starts to decrease, unpleasant water taste or smell, or
scale/dirt build-up. Performance loss in appliances like the coffee maker or dishwasher are indicators
too as their operation is tightly linked to water purity, excess hardness affecting them.

e Turn off the main water supply to your home. This way, you make sure that water doesn’t run
through the pipes as you proceed with the replacement procedure.

e Following instructions provided by the manufacturer, remove the housing cartridge®and take out
the O-ring that you then clean with a cloth as it will be reused. The same is not neéded for the
cartridge as you will discard it and replace it with a new one.

e Prepare a mixture of warm soapy water and bleach that you.then use te.remeoye dirt and
sediment accumulation on the system housifig,

e  Wipe off the water if any is on the O-ring, lubricate it slightly; and reinsert it to its rightful place
in the housing. After doing so,yeu can.proceedto insert the new cartridge.

e Screw the housing marfually without@vertightening it and turn the water supply back on for
water to runghrough the pipes‘once again.

Tip:.Cheeck the accompanying instructions manual to make sure you proceed correctly as some models
might require a slightly different handling.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting

Before we jump in and analyze the potential issues that may arise as time passes with the filtration
system, let’s first cover you obligations in terms of maintenance and use. As long as you perform
required duties and treat the system right, it is less likely for issues to ever arise with the system, thus
getting to enjoy a quality performance on its part for a longer period of time.

e Even if it seems trivial for those who have installed and used whole house systems before,
reading the accompanying instructions manual is a must. Carefully follow each installation
process step, not undermining its importance as system damage caused by the improper use
leads to warranty void. The same applies when routine cartridge replacement work is due, being
required to follow provided instructions.

e Make sure you change filtration cartridges on time, or an inevitable drop in performance quality
will be seen as the system won’t have the ability to remove contaminants as thoroughly because
of filtration media oversaturation. To see how often cartridge replacement is needed, check the
schedule provided in the user manual.



e When the time does come to perform routine maintenance and change filters, make sure that
the replacements you buy match the system. To check for compatibility, look in the manual to
see what your options are or contact customer support.

Rating Our Picks

Capacity

This stat shows for how long you can rely on the system to provide thorough impurity filtration.
Basically, it indicates the system lifespan, when the time passes being required to perform maintenancé
work like cartridge replacement for performance loss to not be witnessed.

Best option: Crystal Quest Eagle

Number of filtration stages

To grant a complex operation duting'Which it tackles contamination issues regardless of their nature,
multiple filtration stages must'bestised, Of course, the specific nature of the filters matters as well, being
preferable forthe media to compléte each other in the sense that some tackle bacteria, others smell
and tastealtering agents; other heavy metals and other contaminants, for example.

Best option: Aquasana 500,000 Gallon Pro Well Rhino+Softener, Pelican Water PSE2000-Pro20

Water softening technology

Even though multiple systems feature softening capabilities, models that use salt-free methods to tackle
hard water received a higher rating as it is a safer, more natural method to deal with this issue. As well
water is known for its hardness-related issues, we paid extra attention to the softening technology used
by these systems.

Best option: Aquasana 500,000 Gallon Pro Well Rhino+Softener, Pelican Water PSE2000-Pro20, Crystal
Quest Eagle

Sterilization

Just like hardness, bacteria infestation is another common issue with water, an issue that greatly
impacts your health as it puts you in direct danger of falling prey to various diseases. Knowing this, we
rated systems that use UV technology higher as this specific feature handles destroying bacteria and
viruses found in water.

Best option: Aquasana 500,000 Gallon Pro Well Rhino+Softener, Pelican Water PSE2000-Pro20



Cartridge replacement

This aspect had a major impact on how we shaped our ranking as it shows not only how time-consuming
maintenance work will be with each system, but how costly it will get as well. Evidently, the system that
required the least amount of work is the one to receive the best score from this point of view as
maintenance is less of a hassle and doesn’t imply high costs either.

Best option: Aquasana 500,000 Gallon Pro Well Rhino+Softener

Warranty

It is a good indicator of product quality as it shows how much trust the manufacturer putsinithe system
provided to customers. The longer it is the better as it implies that you enjay frée repairs if
manufacturing defects appear. Just note that the agreementican bevoided ifiyou subject the system to
improper use. This includes improper handling, as wéllas installation.

Best option: Pelican Water PSE2000-Pro20

FrequehslyfAsked Questions
What is the purpose of the UV system?

This'system uses UV to destroy certain cysts, viruses, and bacteria present in the water as it flows
through the UV chamber. For its effectiveness to be enhanced, the water should already be treated for
as many contaminants as possible before entering its sterilization chamber.

How do | figure out what is the right system for me?

Even though well water tends to have the same types of issues regardless of the specific area you live in,
for you to make as smart of a purchase as possible, we advise you to first test a water sample and see
what is the water hardness level, if there is serious bacterial pollution, and what types of health-
threatening contaminants reside in it. Only by doing this can you know for sure what type of filtration
media you require the system to boast.

What could be the cause of bad tasting water?

Obviously, contamination is the source of your problems. However, only certain pollutants cause the
hydrating liquid to develop a weird taste, some of the most common impurities that lead to these issue
including chlorine, disinfectants, pharmaceuticals, zinc, iron, manganese, sodium, and sulfur.

Conclusion
A common issue in all countries, water contamination is solvable with the addition of a filtration system
that removes pollutant particles like the models presented here. Before you draw a conclusion, revise



some of these entries and see what they’re best suited for to have a much easier time making a pick as a
result.

Best Overall: Pelican Water PSE2000-Pro20

Pelican provides quality systems to customers, so the lifetime warranty doesn’t come as a surprise.
Among the highlights that make this specific model a must-have are included:

e 6 filtration stages used to upkeep water purity.
e Maintaining the pH level within healthy parameters — from 7 to 11.
e UV system eliminates bacteria.

Editor’s Choice: Aquasana 500,000 Gallon Pro Well Rhino+Softener

After installing it, you drink clean.watér, cook better-tasting meals for loved ones, bathe in safer
conditions as skin irritations and,dryness won’t be an issue anymore, and even enjoy cleaner air in the
bathroom duestesthe chlorine-free’steam vapors. Among the highlights to impress us most are included:

e ' Salt-freesoftening technology that prevents scale build-up.
e _< UV sanitization system destroys bacteria.

Best Whole House Water Filter for Well with Backwash: Whirlpool WHELJ1

e Positive feedback regarding performance from satisfied customers.

e Installation is a DIY task that you are likely to go through without much hassle by simply
complying with instructions.

e Automatic backwash — once every 14 days or at another moment you establish, it performs
backwashing on its own to spare you of this time-consuming chore.

e It efficiently removes chlorine and sediments.

e Reasonable price makes it accessible to a wide range of customers.

Best Whole House Water Filter for Well with UV: Tierl Eco Series Chlorine Reduction with UV
Protection

If tests show bacteria and other health-threatening microorganisms are prevalent, the Tierl is your pick
as due to the effective UV sterilization it uses destroys these specific contaminants. Other utilized media
include:



e GACfilter;
e Wound polypropylene pre-filter.

Best Whole House Water Filter and Softener for Well: Crystal Quest Eagle

e Uses multiple filtration stages for thorough water purification.
e Two size variants to pick between.

Anti-scale media specifically targets minerals to upkeep performance quality in appliances like
the coffee maker and dishwasher. This, in turn, results in reduced costs on utility, bills as #Weéll.

Best Whole House Water Filter for Well Water Sediment: iSpring®WGB32B-PB

A superior option for proper hydration as it retains healthysfinerals. Alongside a healthy diet, it
ensures that your body receivesseverything it needs for your immune system to function
properly.

Efficient at ggmoving sédiments due to the polypropylene filter that removes impurities down to
5 microns.

Rated forhigh efficiency of up to 98% when it comes to water pollution reduction.

Best Whole House Water Filter for Well for Chlorine: Apex MP-3030

Replace cartridges 2 times per year.

Reduces chlorine content to grant you water that doesn’t taste or smell awkward and make it
likely for you to hydrate properly on a daily basis.

Removes TCE, THM, solvents, radon, nickel, benzene, and more.

Installation won’t affect water pressure as it boasts a 15 GPM flow rate.

Best Whole House Water Filter for Well for the Money: Home Master HMF3SDGFEC

Large filtration capacity of compatible cartridges for cheap and easy maintenance work.
High flow rate recommends it for homes with up to 6 bathrooms.

Uses a total of 3 different filter media for exceptional results in water purification.
2-year warranty for free repairs caused by manufacturing flaws.



