
How to Get Rid of Car Smoke Smell 
 

There are several factors that contribute to a smelly car, but none compare to smoke smell, that’s for 

sure. The scent gets into the upholstery, rivaling odors like gasoline unlike anything else. So, even if you 

only occasionally light up a cigarette in the vehicle, the smell lingers a lot longer since it gets into 

everything it gets in contact with. 

 

The purpose of today’s article is pretty straightforward: discussing solutions to have your car smell fresh 

again instead of letting the ashtray scent linger any longer. Luckily, even if you don’t plan on quitting this 

harmful habit anytime soon, it doesn’t mean that you have to live with the smell it implies. So, without 

further ado, let’s talk about effective car smoke smell removal tactics. 

 

Solutions to Remove Smoke Smell from Your Car 

Before I start listing all the steps and variants, let’s talk a bit about safety. You will work with cleaning 

solutions that contain harmful chemicals during this deep cleaning of the vehicle, so you must take 

certain precautions. To keep safe, protect your arms by wearing a long-sleeve shirt, your lungs by 

wearing a filter mask, and your hands by wearing nitrile gloves. Now that you know how to gear up, let’s 

see what it takes to freshen up your car: 

 

Step #1: Replace the Air Filter 

First things first, you must replace the air filter since it is likely so dirty that it doesn’t do its job properly 

anymore. Air quality in your car will improve if you routinely check the filter and replace it as needed to 
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keep it up and running as it should. Here are the easy steps to follow for this first part of the cleaning 

process: 

• Empty out the glove box; 

• Remove the glove box from the hinges; 

• Remove the air filter if it looks saturated; 

• Put in a new car cabin air filter; 

• Reinsert the glove box in its place. 

 

Step #2: Thoroughly Clean the Car’s Interior 

This is the part where you will grease your elbow. But the effort matches the results, so it’s all worth it. 

Plus, all cars need the occasional deep cleaning, even if no one smoked inside them. Here is what you 

need to do to give your personal vehicle the deep cleaning it deserves: 

• Remove debris: Start with any cigarette residue since it’s mainly at fault for pungent odors. 

Then, move on to cleaning up all debris inside the vehicle. Do a thorough job because it eases 

your work from this point on. This means that you should check the glove box and underneath 

all seats to clear up any rubbish you might find. Take out the car mats too since dirt might be 

underneath them. 

• Clean the car mats: The mats are already out, and now it’s time to give them a deep clean. First, 

vacuum them. Then, use a degreaser to wash and clean the mats. When they are dry, sprinkle 

baking soda on them for deodorization. After it sits for about 20 minutes, vacuum the baking 

soda. 

• Vacuum the floor: You did take out the rubbish, but this doesn’t mean the floor is as clean as it 

should be. So what you should do now is thoroughly vacuum the floor and all surrounding areas. 

Then, sprinkle soda on the carpeting. After you let it sit for approximately 20 minutes, vacuum 

the deodorizing agent. 

• Start wiping: Use a microfiber cloth and specialty cleaning agent to wipe clean the interior of 

the glove box, seat belts, dashboard, and control panel. Next, vacuum the cup holders if you 

haven’t done it already, and wipe them out too. Do this for the gear shift as well, unless it’s 

leather-wrapped. In this case, you should use a special learner cleaner and conditioner to clean 

it and clear any cigar smell. The same goes for the steering wheel. If it’s leather-wrapped, use a 

special cleaner. If not, use the regular cleaning agent you used for the glove box. 

• Clean the visor, headliner, and cargo area: Vacuum the visors, then wipe them with a damp 

cloth. Then, use a steam cleaner on the headliner. Next, vacuum the cargo area to remove 

debris, and sprinkle carpet areas inside it with baking soda. After about 20 minutes, a period 

during which the baking soda deodorizes the area, vacuum it. 
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• Wash the windows: Yes, smoke residue sticks to windows too. To solve the problem, simply 

spray all window surfaces and wipe them with a microfiber cloth. 

• Clean the vents: To start off, you must get rid of the cigarette smell that is housed inside venting 

ducts. To do this, while the car is in park mode, turn the fan to the highest level, open the 

windows, and run the AC to the coldest setting for about 10 minutes. Turn everything off when 

the time is up. Then, use a damp microfiber cloth to wipe the front of the vents. Lastly, spray an 

odor neutralizer in the air intake systems. 

• Clean the seats: Vacuum the upholstery well. Afterward, use a steam cleaner to give the 

upholstery a deep cleaning and make sure the smoke smell is completely out. Make sure that 

you give the same thorough cleaning to the headrests. If these parts are leather-wrapped, clean 

them with a specialty solution according to the product’s instructions. 

 

Step #3: Set Up a Deodorizing Solution 

Now that you are basically done with all the work and your car smells brand new, let’s try to keep up the 

fresh scent for as long as possible. I use a plug-in car air ionizer that I occasionally turn on for its 

air-freshening capabilities. Even if no one smokes inside the car, it doesn’t hurt to turn the air purifying 

device on from now and then considering that it’s highly effective for odor removal, and odors are 

inevitable in vehicles. You should also hang an air freshener on the rearview mirror or place a box of 

deodorizing gel pearls in one of the car’s cup holders. These cheap fixes will give the vehicle a much 

more pleasant smell, giving you a much more welcoming feeling when you drive. 

 

Is It Possible to Smoke in the Car without Leaving a Smell? 

Unless you quit smoking, chances are that you will continue to occasionally light up a cigarette or two 

during your daily commute from home to work. Luckily, you can minimize the consequences of this 

action to a certain degree so that you won’t have to redo all the steps you previously learned in a couple 

of months. Here is what you can do: 

1. Keep the car air ionizer plugged in: Plug a car air ionizer into the cigarette lighter socket and 

keep it turned on throughout the whole ride when you smoke inside the vehicle. The small 

device emits ions that charge smoke particles, causing them to drop and stick to surfaces. 

2. Crack the window open: While smoking, keep the window open a little and hold the cigarette 

near it. You should also blow the smoke directly out the window so that as little of it as possible 

stays inside the car. 

3. Do some light cleaning once a week: Air the car on days when the weather allows it and try to 

put in some light upholstery cleaning once a week. You keep the car smelling fresh by doing so, 

and you cut down on the work that would be necessary to get rid of the smoke odor later on. 
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4. Keep a bowl of coffee grounds under your seat: The nitrogen content in coffee grounds, 

whether fresh or dried, makes them highly effective at neutralizing odors. So keep a half-filled 

bowl under your seat, it works great. Just make sure that you check on it when you stop the car 

to clean up potential messes. 

5. Use an e-cigarette while driving: It’s not necessarily a healthy alternative, but at least it doesn’t 

smell like tobacco. So if you don’t mind smoking e-cigarettes, try this out when you’re driving. 

This way, you get your nicotine fix during the commute without stinking the vehicle up. 

 

The Takeaway 

Just because you like smoking doesn’t mean that you like the smell it leaves behind. This is the case with 

almost all smokers out there. Fortunately, as you can see, there are feasible ways to get rid of car smoke 

odor once and for all. You also have options to leave as little smoke smell as possible when you do light 

up cigarettes in the vehicle in the future. So no, you’re not stuck with a smelly car, far from it. It does 

take a bit of work to have the vehicle smelling as it did when you first bought it, but it’s not impossible. 

Stick with what I taught you, and you are guaranteed to successfully accomplish your mission. 
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