
How to Fix a Wet Basement - What Should You Do in Case of Water 

Infiltration 
 

Homeowners need to be prepared for a range of pending disastrous situations that puts the value of 

their property and safety/wellbeing of their family at stake, and basement wetness is one of these 

situations. Even if by this point dampness or floods haven’t occurred, due to the position of the 

basement and the fact that it is a naturally predisposed space for high humidity, you have to be 

prepared for this outcome and take appropriate and immediate action. 

 

Basement dampness causes 
 Condensation: It is the most common cause for excess humidity and the inevitable growth of 

mold as condensation quickly forms because of the clammy air typical for this area of the house. 

Improper ventilation is generally the root of this issue, as well as the installation of appliances 

that raise humidity levels if not properly dealt with. For example, many people install their 

dryers in the basement but don’t put together proper exhausts, which ultimately leads to 

extreme condensation forming. 

 Ground water level raise: If you live in an area with a naturally high water table, the water that 

inevitably rises can penetrate the floor of the basement. When not properly collected and 

disposed of, it causes wetness and, in extreme cases, even flooding. 

 Infiltration of soil water: Cracks and gaps inevitably appear, and the water in the soil around the 

basement can seep through them and ultimately lead to wetness. Sealing the walls isn’t always 

necessarily a good enough solution either, so we are talking about a harder to solve issue here. 

 

These are common issues for basements and crawlspaces. Even if the two differ in the sense that 

basements are generally taller and partially underground, while crawlspaces keep the house off the 

ground, dampness is an overwhelming issue with both. These damp environments predispose the 



structure to instability if left unsolved and encourage mold growth not only at their level, but 

throughout the rest of the house as well. 

Fixing a wet basement 
First, you must determine what the source of the wetness is. Only then can you proceed to solve the 

issue as you know what you are dealing with. In the following, we will provide you with a few fixes for 

each of the previously discussed situations that lead to basement humidity. 

In case of condensation 

 For condensation-related issues, your best fix is to use a dehumidifier for basement that 

continuously removes excess moisture and maintains humidity at your chosen level with the 

help of its integrated humidistat. 

 Install a ventilation fan that exhausts the damp air directly outdoors so that condensation is 

eliminated and never forms again. The best placement for the fan is in the upper segment of the 

space or in the rim joist. 

 If the windows in the basement are sufficiently large, you can open them to let the air naturally 

circulate and condensation to seep out instead of staying stuck down there. 

 If the root of your condensation problem is the dryer, take care of it by exhausting the hot, 

humid air it eliminates outside through a duct, ensuring proper ventilation by doing so. 

In case of soil water infiltration 

As aforementioned, sealing the walls of the basement isn’t necessarily a foolproof solution to eliminate 

this issue. For a bulletproof fix, you should also reduce soil moisture content. Check if there are any 

clogged roof gutters that overflow and raise soil saturation and unclog them if necessary. If soil water is 

a more persistent issue, install a drain tile system around the foundation for it to carry away the excess 

water. A creative fix for your issue is to grade landscape around the house for water to flow away 

instead of soaking in. 

In case of rising ground water 

 Your only viable solution in this case is to install a sump pump in the floor of the basement so that it 

collects ground water, automatically pumping it through a pipe and discharging it outdoors. There is 

another reason to make this installation as well, more precisely the fact that the sump pump helps 

prevent flooding if a pipe ever ruptures in the basement. 

What to do for a damp crawl space? 
While for basements there are, as previously explained, quite a few options to get rid of wetness, the 

same doesn’t go for crawlspaces. The shorter height and difficult accessibility make it a hassle to take a 

personal approach when solving dampness. By installing a dehumidifier for crawlspace you keep 

humidity in check and prevent mold from growing or transforming into a whole house issue, all without 

having to take more than one trip in the tight and uncomfortable space.  

Tips to keep the basement dry 

 Install a dehumidifier that constantly works to maintain proper humidity levels; 



 Install a sump pump that protects against water damage, specializing in flood prevention; 

 Keep the gutters clear to prevent water from overflowing; 

 Install a backwater valve that allows sewage to flow away from the house; 

 Surround the basement with gravel or rocks to reduce moisture accumulation; 

 Vent outdoors all the appliances that could cause moisture to collect; 

 Install exhaust fans to aid eliminate the damp air outdoors more effectively.  


