
Dash Camera for Car Buying Guide

Whether you’re commuting through the city or taking long drives across the country, 
having a reliable dash camera is one of the smartest upgrades you can make to your car. 
From recording on-the-road incidents to keeping an eye on your vehicle while it’s parked, 
dash cams have become essential tools for safety, evidence, and even insurance claims.

But with so many models available and each one claiming to be the best, it’s easy to feel 
overwhelmed. Features like loop recording, wide-angle lenses, G-sensors, and night vision 
are now standard in most options — yet they vary widely in performance and reliability. 
Knowing what these features do and how they work in real-life scenarios makes all the 
difference when deciding what to buy.

This guide breaks down the key functions and specs you should look for in a dash camera, 
along with answers to common questions that often come up before making a purchase. 
Whether you're new to dash cams or replacing an older model, you’ll find the information 
here clear, practical, and easy to apply.

Choosing the right device means being prepared for the unexpected. And with the right 
dash cam, you’re not just capturing footage — you’re protecting yourself, your car, and 
your peace of mind.

Loop Recording
When the internal memory is full, the loop recording function plays a crucial role as it 
records over the oldest existing footage on the storage card. Thus, you won’t have to 
waste time manually deleting old videos which did not even have any incidents recorded 
on them, but rather let the device handle recording and storing the new footage on its 
own.



Wide-Angle Lens
A device with a wide-angle lens is able to pick up footage of the areas surrounding your 
car. This is crucial in the event of an accident as collisions could occur from the sides, not 
necessarily the front of the vehicle. Thus, the wider the angle is the better as there is more
area coverage and you are more likely to capture potential collisions when they occur.

Storage Capacity
Obviously, it is fundamental for it to have a generous storing space as the more space it 
boasts, the more footage it can record and keep. Most devices feature microSD cards of 
either 16 or 32 gigabytes, allowing you to extend the storage up to a certain limit which is 
stated on the specifications sheet of the device.

G-Sensor
One of the most important features is the G-sensor, which is basically a sensor that 
detects rapid braking, sharp turns and all other signs of a potential collision. It 
automatically starts recording and saves the footage either on its own or after you press a 
button so that you won’t miss the accident and have video proof for the authorities in 
order to easier establish who was at fault.

Frames per Second
The FPS or frames per second rating is a spec that shows how many frames it has 
managed to capture over the duration of one second. Typically, devices use 30 frames per 
second, but there are models, like the YI 89006, which provides 60 frames per second. 
Those that shoot in 60 FPS are better at capturing fast action.

Audio Footage
Quality products have a built-in microphone that serves the purpose of picking up audio 
recording alongside the video footage. It is an important feature to look into not only for 
your safety or to eventually prove your innocence in case anything happens as the audio 
footage might serve as additional proof, but to hear if anyone is planning on doing 
anything in the future to the vehicle as well.



Some perpetrators plan out their heists before actually taking any action, and if you have 
audio and video footage on them, thus being sure of their intentions, you can prevent the 
unwanted event from taking place by taking the recordings to the authorities.

Frequently Asked Questions
 Is it legal to use?

Yes, it is legal in almost all cases to own and use a dashboard camera as anything which 
occurs in the public domain is not protected by privacy laws. You are actually allowed by 
the First Amendment to use it as long as you do not violate other laws or enter in 
contradiction with them. However, do note that you have the freedom of taking video 
footage, not audio. If you want to make sure whether or not it is legal in your state to 
record audio footage with it, you should check with local authorities.

 Are there multiple types of cameras?

You will actually encounter two types – single and dual-lens models. Single-lens models 
record from one lens and they typically need to be mounted in the front windshield. Dual-
lens models feature two cameras and they typically require to be mounted on the rear of 
the truck as they are intended for large-sized vehicles, not regular cars.

 How do I know if it can record clear footage during nighttime too?

For it to take clear recordings even during nighttime or under poor lighting conditions, it 
is mandatory for it to feature infrared night vision. Also, a feature that comes in handy 
when it comes to boosting image quality when there are poor conditions is the infrared 
filter which helps reduce glare as it blocks infrared rays.

Conclusion
The usefulness of dash cameras for cars is pretty obvious, offering surveillance over the 
vehicle when it is parked, and providing proof of what has actually happened in case you 
have a car accident. However, as this is a highly competitive tech market that presents a 
lot of interest for numerous companies, it gets rather tough to classify what models are 
the best and why.
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